
JOB – Refiner’s Fire
THERE WAS A MAN

(1:1-5)
Job before the Testing
1. His Character (1:1)
2. His Family (1:2)
3. His Possessions and 

Reputation (1:3)
4. His Faithful Spiritual 

Exercise (1:4-5)

THERE WAS A DAY
(Part One–1:6-22)
God’s Challenge  
to Satan (1:6-12)

Job’s Trial & Trust
(1:13-22)

THERE WAS A DAY
(Part Two–2:1-10)
Satan’s Challenge  

to God (2:1-6)
Job’s Trial & Trust

(2:7-10)

JOB’S THREE FRIENDS
(2:11-13)

1. At least they came
2. They spoke to him, not 

about him.
3. They kept quiet 7 days.
4. It was in their heart to 

mourn with and  
comfort him.

PROLOGUE (Chapters 1 & 2)

A STORY in FOUR PARTS (Chapters 3:1–42:6)

EPILOGUE (42:7-17)

The Rebuke against Job’s Friends (42:7-9)
The Friends’ Sacrifice and Job’s Prayer

The Blessing of the Lord upon Job (42:10-17)

THE CRESCENDO: 
The REVEALING of YAHWEH

(38:1 - 42:6)
God Speaks (38:1-40:2) & Job Responds (40:3-5)
God Speaks (40:6-41:34) & Job Responds (42:1-6)

THE 3 FRIENDS TALK
(chs. 4-31)

ROUND ONE (chs. 4-14)
Eliphaz (chs. 4-5) & Job’s Response (chs. 6-7)

Bildad (ch. 8) & Job’s Response (chs. 9-10)
Zophar (ch. 11) & Job’s Response (chs. 12-14)

ROUND TWO (chs. 15-21)
Eliphaz (ch. 15) & Job’s Response (chs. 16-17)

Bildad (ch. 18) & Job’s Response (ch. 19)
Zophar (ch. 20) & Job’s Response (ch. 21)

ROUND THREE (chs. 22-31)
Eliphaz (ch. 22) & Job’s Response (chs. 23-24)
Bildad (ch. 25) & Job’s Response (chs. 26-31)

JOB’S LAMENT
(ch. 3)

1.  Why was I born?  
(3:1-10)

2. Why haven’t I died? 
(3:11-19)

3. Why am I still alive? 
(3:20:26)

ELIHU ARBITRATES
(chs. 32-37)

With the 3 Friends 
(32:6-22)

With Job (ch. 33)
With the 3 Friends 

(ch. 34)
With Job (chs. 35-37)



Week 3: The Patriarchal Era — Job and Suffering (Job 1-42)

Job 1:1 gives us a portrait of one of the great men of 
all time, sketched by God Himself. In Job’s private life, 
he was faultless; to others, upright; to God, reverent; 
to evil, he was separate. But Job lost all those things 
that people strive for. He lost his business, his children, 
his health, his wife’s affection, and finally the respect 
of his friends. Yet he never lost the true source of all 
blessings —God Himself.

Job was outstanding. Even God took special notice. God and Satan were 
having a conversation, and Satan immediately looked to find bad where 
God saw good. Satan argued: “Well, who wouldn’t be a good little camper 
after accumulating so many riches, a loving family, and everything else he 
wanted?” So God allowed Satan to strike everything Job had, but restrict-
ed him from taking Job’s life. In a day’s time, Job lost all his possessions 
and his children. But Satan was wrong. In the midst of such overwhelm-
ing calamity, Job still did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. So 
Satan sought permission to afflict Job’s health. Again, God allowed Satan 
to wreak havoc in Job’s life. Overnight, Job was plunged into a state of 
constant pain. All he could do was sit in the ashes amid a pile of broken 
pottery and scrape his lesions.

Job was perplexed as to why all these terrible things were happening to him. Most of the rest of the book of Job contains 
dialogues among Job and his four friends exploring the possible reasons for Job’s great dilemma. But his friends were most 
valuable during the first week when they didn’t say a word. After that, they kept giving Job the third degree, trying to get him 
to confess to sins he hadn’t committed. Throughout this account, Job asks hard questions. If he were going to be unable to 
experience peace and comfort again, why had he even been born in the first place? Did he have any basis to maintain hope 
and patience? Why do wicked people prosper while people like me suffer? After a lengthy dialog, Job finally stops talking, 
but that doesn’t stop one of his friends from going on for a long time (31:40 - 37:24).

After Job finally gives up his arguments and his friends begin to wind down, suddenly we are told, “Then the Lord answered 
Job out of the storm.” But rather than go point by point through each of the issues raised by Job and his friends, God simply 
asks a long series of questions of His own. Job 38-41 is primarily a barrage of questions, none of which Job can answer.

God wasn’t angry with Job, but He was making a point. Job (and the 
rest of us) can see only a small portion of what’s going on in the uni-
verse. God in His sovereignty oversees the whole thing the whole time. 
Yet we question His authority and want to determine for ourselves what 
is fair and proper. God does notice and does care when people suffer. 
Job was nt longer looking for answers. After God appeared to him, he 
simply said, “my ears had heard of You but now my eyes have seen 
You. Therefore I despise myself and repent in dust and ashes.”

This book does not really answer the question, “Why is there evil and 
suffering in the world?” But God does say that He is the same when we 
are suffering or when we aren’t. The world is a broken place. Some-
times God intervenes and keep suffering from us—but sometimes He 
doesn’t. But one thing we can know: God is trustworthy. Job confesses, 
“Though He slay me, yet I will hope in Him.” (Job 13:15)

Week Three Reading Plan

	 1-2:13	 The	Trials	of	Job
	 3:1-4:21	 Job	Regrets	His	Brith
	 19:1-29	 Job	Answers	His	Friends
	 38:1-41	 God	Speaks	to	Job
	 40:1-24	 God	Continues	to	Speak
	 42:1-17	 Job	Triumphs
	 Psalm	1	 Compare	with	Job

The	time of Job’s life	appears	to	have	been	after	the	flood	
(mentioned	in	22:15-17)	and	before	Moses	or	the	nation	
of	Israel	was	formed.	His	life	span	is	140+	years	and	the	
financial	bottom	line	is	expressed	in	livestock	rather	than	
gold	and	silver,	in	keeping	with	the	Patriarchal	era.

Eliphaz	 could	be	 called	 a	 spiritualist	whose	
confidence	 rested	 on	 experience.	 He	 said	
many	true	things,	but	he	remained	hard.

Bildad	was	 a	 traditionalist,	 thinking	 history	
held	the	key.		“Ask	the	former	ages,	and	brace	
yourself	to	be	searched	by	the	fathers.”

Zophar	was	 a	 legalist.	His	 religious	dogma-
tism	assumed	to	know	what	God	would	do	
in	every	case.	The	most	shallow	and	the	least	
appealing,	he	is	the	first	one	silenced.

Then	 comes	 Elihu,	 the	 impetuous	 youth,	
who	at	 least	does	not	blame	the	sin	of	 Job	
for	the	suffering.	
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