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Week 5: The Patriarchs — The Story of Joseph (Genesis 37-50)

Isaac and Rebekah made the mistake of playing fa-
vorites with their two sons. Isaac favored the hunter 
Esau, while Rebekah favored the quiet Jacob (25). 
Jacob (Israel) did the same thing in his treatment 
of Joseph which aroused murderous jealousy in the 
other sons. When Jacob presented his dreamer-son 
Joseph with a beautiful, ornate robe, the 10 brothers 
sold Joseph into slavery, telling their father that Jo-
seph was dead with the bloody robe as proof (37). 

Joseph was sold to Potiphar, a high official in 
Egypt, who favored Joseph greatly until Potiphar’s seductive wife accused Joseph of trying to  take advantage of her (39). 
Potiphar threw Joseph in prison, where eventually Joseph earned a reputation as a dream interpreter (40). Years passed until 
Pharaoh, bothered by two dreams, heard of Joseph’s abilities. Pharaoh summoned Joseph, who successfully interpreted the 
dreams, warning Pharaoh that a famine would strike Egypt after seven years. Impressed, Pharaoh elected Joseph to be his 
highest official, and Joseph lead a campaign throughout Egypt to set aside food in preparation for the famine (41).

Before long, a famine provoked Joseph’s brothers to go to Egypt to seek food. The ten men bowed themselves down before 
Joseph, who recognized them immediately but refrained from revealing his identity. Joseph seems to have wanted to make 
sure his brothers had changed for the better and that they would do nothing similar to his little brother, Benjamin. So he put 
his brothers’ good-will to the test, by throwing them in jail and then sending them back to Canaan to retrieve their young-
est brother, Benjamin (42). When they returned with the boy (43), Joseph continued to test them by putting a silver cup in 
Benjamin’s satchel (44). When Judah offered his own life in exchange for Benjamin’s (44), Joseph finally seemed convinced 
of their sincere repentance and revealed his identity with a tearful reunion (45). Joseph persuaded his brothers to return to 
Egypt with Jacob, who, overjoyed, moved to Egypt with his family of seventy (46). Pharaoh was so impressed with Joseph 
that he financed the move of Joseph’s entire family to one of the prime real estate sites in Egypt—an area called Goshen.

As Jacob approaches death, he promised Joseph that the covenant would pass on through Joseph and his two sons, Manasseh 
and Ephraim (48). Jacob then gave a final blessing on each of his boys (49) and died soon thereafter. Accompanied by 
Egyptians, Joseph buried his father in Canaan. They returned to Egypt, where Jacob’s descendants, the Israelite people, 
grew rapidly. Joseph eventually died, and instructed his family to return one day to the land God had promised to give to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (50).

Week Five Reading Plan

 38:1-39:23 Judah’s Behavior Contrasted with Joseph’s!
 40:1-41:57 Joseph goes from Prisoner to Prince
 42:1-43:34 Joseph Goes Undercover with His Brothers
 44:1-34 Mind Games
 45:1-46:7 The 12 Sons Move to Egypt
 46:27-47:31 Joseph and Jacob Reunited
 49:28-50:26 Jacob and Joseph Die



JOSEPH
Typology—Joseph as a Type and Jesus as the Anti-Type

As Christians read through the Old Testament it is a good practice to keep an eye out for people or events (types) that 
prefigure the life and work of Jesus Christ—to read the Bible typologically. Typology finds the people or events in the Bible 
that prefigure more significant people or events in salvation history. Most types are in the Old Testament (OT). Most anti-
types (what the types prefigure) are in the New Testament (NT). Sometimes the NT will even specify the type and anti-type 
for us. For example:

• In the NT, Jesus refers Nicodemus to an OT story to explain His mission, “As Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up” (John 3:14; cf. Num. 21:4-9).

• The Passover lamb found in the OT story of the Exodus is regarded by Paul as a type of Christ in the NT  
(Ex. 12:1-13, 46-49; cf. 1 Cor. 5:7; John 19:31-36).

This chart compares the type and anti-type: Joseph and Jesus. It draws a number of parallels between the two. Typology, 
or simple comparison and contrast, is a good tool to practice when reading through the Old Testament.

Parallel Joseph (All references are from Genesis) Jesus
Beloved of the Father Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his 

children (37:3a).
This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased 
(Mt. 3:17b).

A shepherd of his father’s 
sheep

 He was a young man of 17, tending the flocks 
with his brothers (37:2).

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 
down His life for the sheep (Jn. 10:11).

Sent by the father to seek 
the brothers’ welfare

Go and see if all is well with your brothers 
(37:14a).

I will send My beloved son (Lk. 20:13b). Jesus is not 
ashamed to call us brothers and sisters (Heb. 2:11).

Envied and hated without 
a cause

When his brothers saw that their father loved 
him more they…hated him (37:4).

Out of envy the chief priests hand Him over (Mk. 
15:10). They hated Me without reason (Jn. 15:25b). 

Stripped of his robe They stripped Joseph of his robe (37:23b). And they stripped Him (Mt. 27:28a).
Sold for silver into the 
hands of Gentiles

Sold for 20 shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, 
who took him to Egypt (37:28b).

And they bargained with him [Judas] for thirty 
pieces of silver (Mt. 26:15b).

Became a servant And Joseph was brought to Egypt and was in 
the house of his master, the Egyptian (39:1-2).

I am among you as He who serves (Lk. 22:27b). Took 
upon Him the nature of a servant (Phil. 2:7b).

Resisted temptation The temptation by Potiphar’s wife (39:7-12). He was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin (Heb. 4:15b). 

Falsely accused The Hebrew servant you brought us came to 
make sport of me (39:17-18).

At the last came two false witnesses, And said… (Mt. 
26:60b, 61a).

Placed with two other 
prisoners, one saved and 
the other lost

Joseph’s master put him in prison (39:20a). 
Cupbearer spared, butler impaled (40:2-3).

Two other criminals in prison...one mocked, the 
other in paradise (Lk. 23:32-33, 39-43). 

30 years old at the begin-
ning of public recognition

Joseph was 30 years old when he entered the 
service of Pharaoh king of Egypt (41:46)

Now Jesus Himself was about 30 years old when he 
began His ministry (Lk. 3:23).

Exalted after suffering You are hereby in charge of the whole land of 
Egypt (41:41).

God has exalted Him to the highest place and is 
given a new name (Phil. 2:9-11).

Forgave those who 
wronged him

Come close to me and do not be distressed 
(45:1-15).

Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing (Lk. 23:34).

What men did to hurt him 
God turned to good

You intended to harm me, but God intended it 
for good (50:20).

Christ crucified is the power of God to those who 
believe (1 Cor. 2:7-8).
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Genesis’ Age Chart
From Adam to Joseph

The chart represents the ages given for each 
generation as found in the book of Genesis. It 
is interesting to note, assuming no generation 
is skipped, that the first 2,160 years of biblical 
history are overlapped by the lives of three men 
(Adam, Lamech and Shem)!
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