
EXODUS AS A WHOLE BOOK
Exodus means the way out. In Genesis, God calls the patriarchs as individuals; in Exodus, He calls a people to Himself. 
His call is threefold: “Let My people go” “that they may serve Me,” “that they may hold a feast unto Me,” and  “that 
they may do sacrifice.” He is still seeking those who will serve Him, fellowship with Him and worship Him.

The book falls into 3 main sections: 1) giving Israel’s historical foundation (chs. 1-18) in the increase of the people in 
Egypt and their deliverance; 2) their legal foundation (chs. 19-24) in the giving of the law at Sinai; and 3) their reli-
gious foundation (chs. 25-40) in the tabernacle and its provision of grace through the priesthood and sacrifices.

Two great themes emerge in Exodus which are essential for a relationship with God—redemption and consecration. 
This can be seen in the parallels throughout the book:

Part 1: Redemption (1-15) Part 2: Consecration (16-40)
 Israel preserved in Egypt (chs. 1-2)
 The instruction of Moses at Sinai (chs. 3-4)
 The power of God manifested in ten plagues 

(chs. 7-11)
 Judgment falls: Israel spared and redeemed 

(chs. 12-13:16)

 Israel preserved in the desert (chs. 15:22-17:7)
 The instruction of Israel at Sinai (chs. 21-31)
 The holiness of God manifested in ten commandments 

(chs. 19-20)
 Judgement falls: Israel disciplined and restored 

(chs. 32-34)
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Redemption Worship

Deliverance from Oppression

Getting Out of Egypt

Preparation for Worship

Getting Egypt Out of Israel

Chapters

Topics

Place

Time

In Egypt

430 years
15% of book

On the Move

2 months
30% of book

At Mount Sinai

10 months
55% of book

}
The Exodus The Law Tabernacle



 

GEOGRAPHICALLY 

Exodus — Let My People Go! 
NATIONALLY 

PRACTICALLY 

HISTORICALLY 

 SALVATION 
 by the Lord 

(chs. 1-12) 

 SEPARATION 
 to the Lord 

(chs. 13-18) 

 SERVICE 
 for the Lord 

(chs. 19-40) 

             The Great  
(Mediterranean) 

                   Sea 

      The 
PROMISED 
   LAND 

 ISRAEL at SINAI 
  (chs. 19-40) 

 From EGYPT 
to SINAI (chs. 16-18) 

 
 The HISTORICAL SECTION 

—the nation of Israel’s  
LIBERATION 

 
 The LEGISLATIVE SECTION 

—the nation of Israel’s  
LEGAL SYSTEM 

 
 The ECCLESIASTICAL SECTION 

—the nation of Israel’s  
LIFE FOR GOD 

DOCTRINALLY 

 
 The EXODUS 

(chs. 1-18) 

PREPARING for  
the COVENANT 
 

 
 The LAW 

(chs. 19-34) 

PROVISION of 
the COVENANT 
 

 
 The TABERNACLE 

(chs. 35-40) 

PRACTICING  
the COVENANT 
 

 The MOTIVE & MEANS of 
REDEMPTION (chs. 1-6) 

 
God comes down (3:8) 
& Moses raised up (3:14) 

 The WHYS & the WORKING of 
REDEMPTION (chs. 7-12) 

 
Bondage to sin &  
  the “rudiments of the world”— 
a two-fold answer:  
  By Blood & By Water— 
  Deliverance In Egypt &  
            Out of Egypt 

 The OUTCOME & OBJECTIVES 
of REDEMPTION (chs. 13-40) 

 
Redemption by blood  
leads to a relationship.  
Priesthood & sacrifices  
provide a way for cleansing, 
restoration, and worship 

 ISRAEL  
in EGYPT 
(chs. 1-15) 

RELATIONALLY 
 
The three-fold call of God: 
Let My people go… 

 That they may serve Me 
SERVICE 

 
 That they may hold  

a feast unto Me 
FELLOWSHIP 

 
 That they may do sacrifice 

WORSHIP 

MOSES & THE EXODUSChapter

1
Chapter

14

Week 6: Moses and the Exodus (Exodus 1-14)

The exodus of the children of Israel from Egypt is the  
fulfillment of Genesis 50:25 spoken by Joseph hundreds of 
years before, and is the beginning of God’s dealings with  
Israel as a nation. And so the book of Exodus picks up the 
story line of Genesis four centuries later. The twelve sons of 
Israel (the man who had been named Jacob) had grown into a 
small nation among the Egyptians. 

This increase in number among the Israelites (also called  
Hebrews) caused the king of Egypt, the Pharaoh, to fear a 
revolt. The first chapter describes how the Egyptians oppressed 
the descendants of Jacob, subjecting them to forced slave labor 
(1). Because this failed to curtail growth of the Israelites, all male Hebrew infants were killed—all but one. This is where 
we are introduced to Moses—the main character of Exodus (after God, that is)!

When Moses was born, his parents hid him for three months, then made a floating basket and hid him in the basket at the 
banks of the  Nile River. Pharaoh’s daughter found Moses, had compassion for him, and raised him as her own in the royal 
court under the watchful care of a Hebrew nanny (his very own mother!) (2).

Moses grew up in the palace and when he reached adulthood, he rashly attempted to rescue some fellow Hebrews by killing 
their Egyptian task master. After discovering that he had been found out, he fled Egypt and took refuge in the Sinai wilder-
ness. There he married Zipporah and raised a family. While shepherding the flocks of his father-in-law Jethro, he met God 
at a burning bush (3). The Lord told him his life’s mission: to free His people, to lead them back to Canaan, their promised 
land, and to establish the Ten Commandments on the way. Moses needed to return to Egypt—which was not exactly what 
he wanted to hear (4). 

Nonetheless, once back in Egypt, he mediated Israel’s deliverance from slavery and oppression (5-6). With a series of natu-
ral and supernatural disasters, God demonstrated His superior power (7-11). After celebrating the first Passover (12), the 
Hebrews escaped into the Sinai wilderness (13). The Egyptian army pursued them and, just when it looked like the Israelites 
were doomed, God miraculously opened a pathway through the Red Sea. The Hebrews passed through safely, but their pur-
suing enemies, the Egyptians, were drowned when they tried to follow (14). The exodus demonstrated that Israel exists 
because of the powerful delivering action of the Lord. This prepared the family/nation for the covenant that was 
to be ratified in next week’s passages.

Week Six Reading Plan
 1:1-2:25 First 80 Years of Moses Life
 3:1-4:17 Moses’ Calling by God
 5:1-6:13 Rough Start to Proving the Call
 7:8-8:32 Plagues on the Egyptians
 10:21-11:10 Darkness and Death
 12:1-51 The Passover
 13:17-14:31 The Exodus

1 
JOSEPH DIES
Birth of a nation: 
Hebrews multiply

Bondage of a 
nation: enslaved 
and oppressed

2
MOSES’ BIRTH
Hidden in and 
drawn out of the 
Nile River

40 years in Egypt; 
40 years in Midian

7-12
10 PLAGUES
Blood Frogs
Gnats Flies
Disease Boils
Hail Locusts
Darkness Death

Passover:
Redemption by 
Blood

3 
MOSES’ CALL
Burning bush 
experience

Revelation of 
Yahweh 
I AM that I AM

4-6 
PREPARATION
Signs for Moses

Hardships for the 
Hebrews

Demands for 
Pharaoh

13-14
RED SEA
Consecration—
Set apart for God

Passing through 
the Red Sea: 
Redemption by 
Power
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