




 The “Sea” was a metal basin 7.5ʹ tall and 15ʹ in diameter. It
held 12,000 gallons of water for the priests to wash in. It was
supported by twelve bronze oxen in sets of three, facing in each
direction (1 Ki. 7:23-26; cf. 2 Chr. 4:2-5).

 Ten bronze
wheeled stands and
basins held water for rinsing
off what was used for the burnt
offerings (1 Ki. 7:27-38; cf. 2 Chr. 4:6).

  A structure
was built around
the walls of the
temple containing
three levels. The
lower chamber was
7.5ʹ wide, while
the upper chamber
was 10.5ʹ wide (1 Ki. 6:5-10).







 The Holy Place had windows up at the top with recessed frames (1 Ki. 6:4).




 The Holy Place was 60ʹ long and 30ʹ wide (1 Ki. 6:15-18; cf. 2 Chr. 3:5-7). It contained the golden
altar for incense; the golden table for the bread of the Presence; and ten golden lamp stands, five on
the north and five on the south (1 Ki. 7:48-49; cf. 2 Chr. 4:7).

 Two ornate wooden doors, overlaid with gold, separated the Most Holy Place from the Holy
Place (1 Ki. 6:31-32).

 The Most Holy Place was a 30-foot cube (1 Ki. 6:15-29; 2 Chr. 3:8-14). Two massive golden
cherubim were on either side of the ark, each 15ʹ tall with 15-foot wingspans (1 Ki. 6:23-28). The ark
of the covenant was between the two cherubim (1 Ki. 8:1-11; cf. 2 Chr. 5:2-14).



 The bronze altar for burnt
offerings was 15ʹ high and 30ʹ
long and wide (2 Chr. 4:1).



 The vestibule was 30ʹ wide and 15ʹ deep
(1 Ki. 6:3; cf. 2 Chr. 3:4).

 The hollow bronze pillar on the north was
called “Boaz,” and the one on the south was
called “Jachin” (1 Ki. 7:21; cf. 2 Chr. 3:17).

 Two ornate wooden, folding doors, overlaid
with gold, separated the Holy Place from the
vestibule (1 Ki. 6:33-35).

Solomon began to build “the house of the Lord”
in Jerusalem on Mt. Moriah in the spring of 967bc
(1 Ki. 6:1; 2 Chr. 3:1-2) and completed it seven years
later (1 Ki. 6:38). The temple itself, not including
the surrounding chambers on three sides, was 90ʹ
long, 30ʹ wide, and 45ʹ high. It resided in the middle
of a court with boundary walls.

Solomon’s Temple for the Lord
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SOLOMON: The Glory Days
Week 16: United Kingdom: Solomon—The King who had it All (1 Kings 1-11)
Solomon is the third and last king of a united
Israel state. He is declared to be the wisest
man who ever lived and also one of the most
foolish. God gifted him with unsurpassed
wisdom, which he ended up squandering
by disobeying God. A conspiracy by
Adonijah, Solomon’s half-brother, tried to
rob Solomon of the throne. (1) Solomon
removed Adonijah and Joab, David’s
general, in order to take the kingship. (2)

Week Sixteen Reading Plan
1 Ki. 1:1-53 David Makes Solomon King
Psalms 72; 127 A Song of Celebration
1 Chron. 28:1-29:30 Solomon Instructed to Build the Temple
1 Ki. 3:4-28; 4:20-34 Solomon’s Wisdom and Kingdom
1 Ki. 6:1-7:12 Solomon Builds the Temple
1 Ki. 8:1-21, 8:54-9:9 The Dedication of the Temple
1 Ki. 10:1-11:13 Solomon’s Wisdom is Renown

God appeared to Solomon in a dream and
promised him anything he asked. Solomon chose wisdom. (3) God was so pleased with the request that he granted it,
along with great riches and power. (4) But the chief event of his reign was the building of the temple which replaced the
old tabernacle. (5-6, 8) After building the temple (as well as a magnificent palace for himself), (7) Solomon built a system
of fortification at strategic points in his kingdom, so that Israel would be impenetrable from any invading army heading to
Jerusalem. (9) It was probably this wise precaution that preserved his expansive kingdom in peace throughout his long reign
of forty years.
Over his 40-year reign, Solomon did many great things, but he succumbed to the temptations of lesser men and women. The
peace a united Israel enjoyed, the massive building projects he headed, and the successful commerce he developed became
meaningless when Solomon stopped pursuing God.
The prosperity of the kingdom under Solomon though, was secured largely by oppressive taxes upon the working classes of
the nation. This eventually led to its own destruction, as the Bible proceeds to relate that after Solomon’s death. The people
petitioned his son and successor to lessen the burdens imposed by the father; he answered them contemptuously, and ten of
the tribes, under the leadership of Jeroboam, a bold man of the tribe of Ephraim, revolted and set up a rival kingdom. Once
more was Israel taught that true security and health was to be secured only by adherence to the will of God. The interests of
true faith in God requires a simpler form of national life than the splendors of Solomon’s reign.

